Mark Hurwitz, 

Opening Remarks

Good morning.  My name is Mark Hurwitz and it is my pleasure to welcome you, on behalf of the Board of Directors, members and staff of the American National Standards Institute, to the 2002 ANSI Annual Conference.

Today, more than ever before, the world has become more competitive and more volatile, especially at the international level. Technological advancements and new product development have helped to create new modes of operation and behaviors that influence global commerce and trade. The deregulation of markets, changing demographics of the work force, faster technological change and increasing numbers of foreign competitors have also contributed to the current state of affairs. 

These international issues – which have far-reaching implications for today's decision makers – are also directly affected by national or regional regulations that determine the characteristics that products and services must have in order to be sold or to be imported into a country. Although these differences may be of no great consequence, they often create trade barriers. In addition, programs that determine the requirements for demonstrating conformance to a standard play a critical role in promoting the acceptance of products and services globally. If managed inappropriately, standards and conformity assessment activities can negatively affect global commerce and trade, which can be especially detrimental to a nation dependent upon exports.

The 2002 ANSI Annual Conference, "Breaking Down Borders: Business, Standards and Trade," will explore key issues affecting global commerce and trade within the context of standards and conformity assessment activities. We are extremely fortunate to have a distinguished and diverse panel of experts from around the globe with us during the next two days.   These experts, who represent academia, government, business and industry, standards setting organizations and conformity assessment bodies, will explore the complex roles that each sector plays in facilitating global trade and harmonizing international standards, regulations and positions. 

Our discussions are intended to help you, as leaders of industry and government, to understand the critical role we each play in promoting the development and promulgation of globally relevant standards for all industry sectors.

I look forward to a very informative and productive two days, and I thank you for your participation.

I would also like to give special thanks to our conference sponsors, who are also identified in the conference program.  I would like to acknowledge them now:

Our Diamond Sponsor, and the host of tomorrow’s luncheon, is the

·
Open Text Corporation

Our Platinum Sponsors, who are hosting each of our morning and afternoon breaks, include:

·
Deere and Company

·
ILI Infodisk, Inc., and the

·
Security Industry Association

And our Gold Sponsors include:

·
Becton Dickinson and Company

·
Information Handling Services

·
NCSL International, 

·
The Nuclear Information and Records Management Association, and

·
USA Information Systems

It is through their generous contributions that ANSI is able to present such a top-quality event.    We thank them for their support

